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Butterfly Report 2007 
 

Allan Binding 
 

2007 will be remembered for the extreme weather conditions which affected both 
wildlife and many people. A hot early spring gave way to storms and heavy torrential 
rain for sustained periods in June and July. The heavy rain and floods came at a time 
when many species of butterfly were larvae. Many of meadow species of butterfly 
were down in numbers, with a sudden drop in species numbers in middle to late 
August.  
 
White Admiral also had a poor year. Some recorders reported no sightings of this 
species at its regular locations. Peacock butterflies seemed to pick up in numbers in 
August and became quite common.  
 
Grizzled Skipper which is now mostly restricted to southern Lincolnshire was found at 
a new location by Brian Hedley on the 23 May and the 7 June just south of Long 
Bennington. 
 
A single Camberwell Beauty was seen by Stephen Pinder on the 8 March at 
Pickerings Meadow Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust Reserve. This specimen is believed to 
have over-wintered nearby. This was the second early sighting of Camberwell Beauty 
in England in 2007. Two Camberwell Beauty were seen in August. One was seen at 
Laceby Acres, Grimsby on the 23rd of the month by John Walling and the other was 
seen by Ron Ansley at Epworth on the 25th. 
 
Very few Clouded Yellow were reported in 2007. Only Painted Lady and Red Admiral 
were commonly seen. 
 
I welcome all Lincolnshire butterfly records each year and can supply recording forms 
if required.  
 
I am very grateful to all those LNU Members who sent in butterfly records in 2007 
year. 
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 Key to Distr ibution Maps 
 
 
 
 
The darker the dot the more records have been received from the square. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Small Skipper  – Thymelicus sylvestr is 
 
Tetrads  :  67 in 2007 
  88 in 2006 
 
As you can see, this species has had a poor season.  
Not the best for any of our Skippers. 
 
Early Record : 04/06/07  
Harry Turner at Red Hill LWT Reserve 
 
Highest Count : 50 
11/07/07 Brian Hedley at Immingham Landfill Site 
30/07/07 K. Robinson at Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe  
NNR 
 
Late Record : 06/09/07 
Dr. Terry Connellan at Woolsthorpe Line  
LWT Reserve  

Essex Skipper  – Thymelicus lineola 
 
Tetrads  :  25 in 2007 
  27 in 2006 
 
This species is either in steady decline or, as said in 
the last report, maybe under-recorded. It is difficult 
to distinguish from the Small Skipper even at rest. 
You need good eyes.  
 
Early Record : 05/07/07 
Pete Smith at Greetwell Quarry   
 
Highest Count : 50 29/07/07  
Kay Heath at Moulton Marsh LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 06/09/07 
Dr. Terry Connellan at Woolsthorpe Line  
LWT Reserve 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dingy Skipper  – Erynnis tages 
 
Tetrads  :  4 in 2007 
  4 in 2006 
 
This species continues to hang on. Had it not been 
for the hard work put in by Pete Stannard at 
Twyford Forest it might have declined even more. I 
think back to when the Lincs. Society first began 
nearly 25 years ago and this butterfly was seen on 
most of the field trips in the season. 
 
Early Record : 19/04/07 
Chris Howes at Grimsthorpe Estate 
 
Highest Count : 30 20/05/07 
Pete Smith at Little Scrubbs Meadow LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 11/06/07 
L & R Saunders at Little Scrubbs Meadow  
LWT Reserve 

Large Skipper  – Ochlodes (venata) faunus 
 
Tetrads  :  50 in 2007 
  75 in 2006 
 
This species has dropped drastically since last year. 
Records started two weeks later this year or has it 
been under-recorded. 
 
Early Record : 26/05/07 
Roger Labbett at Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe NNR 
 
Highest Count : 24 27/06/07  
K. Robinson at Whisby Nature Park 
 
Late Record : 10/08/07 
Norman Villiers at Ancaster Valley LWT Reserve 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gr izzled Skipper  – Pyrgrus malvae 
 
Tetrads  :  4 in 2007 
  2 in 2006 
 
Up on last year but still rare and again thanks to 
Pete Stannard, still hangs on at Twyford. 
A more detailed report on both species at 
Twyford appeared in the Spring newsletter 
tracking the ups and downs over the last 8 years. 
 
Early Record : 18/04/07 
Pete Stannard at Twyford Wood BC Reserve 
 
Highest Count : 19 01/05/07 
Pete Stannard at Twyford Wood BC Reserve 
 
Late Record : 05/07/07 
Pete Stannard at At Twyford Wood BC Reserve 

Clouded Yellow – Colias croceus 
 
Tetrads  :    8 in 2007 
  27 in 2006 
 
Not such a good year for this migrant species 
with records mainly from mid to north east 
Lincolnshire. 
 
Early Record : 10/07/07 
Harry Turner at Red Hill LWT Reserve 
 
Highest Count : 2 10/07/07 & 11/09.07 
Harry Turner at Red Hill LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 05/10/07 
K. Robinson at Covenham Reservoir 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Br imstone – Gonepteryx rhamni 
 
Tetrads  :  110 in 2007 
  119 in 2006 
 
Common in Lincolnshire with a large majority of 
records from overwintering adults in spring. 
 
Early Record : 09/01/07 
C. Glover at Skillington 
 
Highest Count : 12 
25/04/07 Pete Smith at College Wood Complex 
23/05/07 Chris Dobson at Watts Wood LWT 
Reserve 
 
Late Record : 02/11/07 
K.D. Robertson at Roughton 

Large White – Pier is brassicae 
 
Tetrads  :  149 in 2007 
  189 in 2006 
Very common in the County although seen 
in fewer tetrads during 2007. 
 
Early Record : 03/04/07 
J & J Corke at Waltham 
 
Highest Count : 24 07/08/07 
I. Hildred at West Rasen 
 
Late Record : 16/10/07     
I. Hildred at Market Rasen 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Small White – Pier is rapae 
 
Tetrads  :  145 in 2007 
  168 in 2006 
 
Very common throughout the County 
especially during July and August. 
 
 
Early Record : 25/03/07 
Dave Wright at Willingham Forest 
 
Highest Count : 48 31/07/07 
Stephen Sowden at Kelfield West Drain 
  
Late Record : 20/10/07 
Brian Hedley at Marton, nr Gainsborough 

Green-veined White – Pier is napi 
 
Tetrads  :  143 in 2007 
  151 in 2006 
 
Very common in 2007 particularly from damp 
grassy habitats including woodland rides and 
riverbanks. 
 
Early Record : 02/04/07 
Brian Libell at Bank End, North Somercotes 
 
Highest Count : 75 30/07/07 
Stephen Sowden at Kelfield Catchwater Drain 
 
Late Record : 30/10/07 
Nick Tribe at Whisby Pits Complex 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Tip – Anthochar is cardamines 
 
Tetrads  :    85 in 2007 
  105 in 2006 
 
A common species in Lincolnshire with peak 
numbers during May but was recorded in fewer 
tetrads during 2007. 
 
Early Record : 02/03/07 
Mrs Hazel Boyer at Spalding 
 
Highest Count : 10 06/05/07 
Colin Jennings at chambers Farm Wood complex 
 
Late Record : 26/08/07 
Jim Clarke at Bonby 

Green Hairstreak – Callophrys rubi 
 
Tetrads  :  12 in 2007 
    9 in 2006 
 
Restricted to coastal areas and a few inland 
sites, the Green Hairstreak was recorded in 
more tetrads during 2007, although numbers 
were low. The exception to the rule was the 
site at North Somercotes. 
 
Early Record : 16/04/07 
Brian Libell at North Somercotes 
 
Highest Count : 42 07/05/07 
Brian Libell at North Somercotes  
 
Late Record : 21/06/07 
Pete Stannard at Twyford Wood BC Reserve 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple Hairstreak – Neozephyrus quercus 
 
Tetrads  :  11 in 2007 
  21 in 2006 
 
Widespread in Mid and South West Lincolnshire, 
this species was recorded in fewer tetrads during 
2007. This is almost certainly due to under-
recording. 
 
 
Early Record : 10/07/07 
Pete Stannard at Spring Wood 
 
Highest Count : 21 01/08/07 
Harry Turner at Greenfield & Mother Woods,  
nr Alford 
 
Late Record : 08/09/07 
Pete Smith at Chambers Farm Wood Complex 

White-letter  Hairstreak – Satyr ium w-album 
 
Tetrads  :  16 in 2007 
  17 in 2006 
 
This species has become more widespread in the 
county in recent years, but due to its behaviour, the 
White-letter Hairstreak is, however, easily 
overlooked. 
 
Early Record : 07/07/07 
Steve Howell at Gibraltar Point NNR 
 
Highest Count : 3 29/07/07 
Stephen Sowden at River Torne Bank  
nr. Hirst Priory 
 
 
Late Record : 03/08/07 
Norman Villiers at Bourne Wood 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Small Copper  – Lycaena phlaeas 
 
Tetrads  :  54 in 2007 
  82 in 2006 
 
Sightings were well down in 2007 but still 
scattered widely throughout the County with 2-3 
overlapping broods. 
 
Early Record : 18/04/07 
Norman Greenbury at Wilsford Warren,  
nr. Ancaster 
 
Highest Count : 05/08/07 15 
Colin Jennings at  Crowle Waste 
 
Late Record : 21/10/07 
Colin Jennings at Saltfleet Haven 

Brown Argus – Ar icia agestis 
 
Tetrads  :  41 in 2007 
  58 in 2006 
 
A weather- related setback in this species’  expansion 
in 2007 but still well established and thinly 
distributed now throughout the County in discreet 
colonies. At least 2 overlapping broods. 
 
Early Record : 26/04/07 
Colin Jennings at Kirkby on Bain Gravel Pits 
 
Highest Count : 04/08/08 54 
Dave Wright at Yarborough Warren,  
nr Scunthorpe 
 
Late Record : 15/09/07 
Grahame Hopwood at Whisby Nature Park, Lincoln 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Blue – Polyommatus icarus 
 
Tetrads  :  75 in 2007 
  98 in 2006 
 
Yet another species whose population suffered 
because of the unfavourable summer weather. One 
can still expect to find Common Blues in any 
sheltered sunny patches of bird’s foot refoil growing 
in grassy areas. However, they are much rarer in 
cultivated areas, especially in the fenland of S.E. 
Lincs. 2 broods. 
  
Early Record : 25/04/07 
Grahame Hopwood at Whisby Nature Park, Lincoln 
 
Highest Count : 28/05/07 78 
Brian Libell at North Somercotes 
 
Late Record : 01/10/07 
Brian Libell at North Somercotes 

Holly Blue – Celastr ina argiolus 
 
Tetrads  :    68 in 2007 
  100 in 2006 
 
Whilst Holly Blue records were down in 2007 in 
common with most species, they remain well 
scattered in small populations throughout the 
County in parks and gardens as well as the wider 
countryside. 2 broods. 
 
Early Record : 09/04/07 
Brian Libell at North Somercotes 
 
Highest Count : 10/08/07 10 
Brian Libell at North Somercotes 
 
Late Record : 30/09/07 
Nigel Parsons at Mill Hill Quarry, nr Alford 
 
Possible 3rd brood record 02/11/07 
K.D. Robertson at Roughton, nr Woodhall Spa 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

White Admiral – L imenitis camilla 
 
Tetrads  :    9 in 2007 
  26 in 2006 
 
Fewer records than in previous years. Continues 
to be concentrated on the Bardney Limewoods. 
None recorded in the south of the County this 
year. 
 
Early Record : 24/06/07 
Adrian Royle at Chambers Wood Complex 
 
Highest Count : 12 
03/07/07  Pete Smith at Austacre Wood 
18/07/07  Derek Fox at Tothill Wood 
 
Late Record : 07/08/07 
R. & K. Pearson at Moor Farm LWT Reserve 

Red Admiral – Vanessa atalanta 
 
Tetrads  :  145 in 2007 
  182 in 2006 
 
Good numbers were recorded, but fewer than 
last year for this migrant species. 
 
Early Record : 13/01/07 
Colin Jennings at Sleaford 
 
Highest Count : 24 24/08/07 
John Davison at Messingham Sand Quarry  
LWT reserve 
 
Late Record : 30/11/07 
Harry Turner at Swinn Wood 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painted Lady – Vanessa cardui 
 
Tetrads  :    73 in 2007 
  158 in 2006 
 
Fewer records this year than in previous ones. This 
migrant was still recorded in most parts of the 
County. 
 
Early Record : 22/05/07 
Nigel Parsons at Gibraltar Point NNR 
 
Highest Count : 20 24/08/07 
K.D. Robertson at Kirkby on Bain Gravel Pits 
L. & R. Saunders at Little Scrubbs Meadow  
LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 19/10/07 
Nigel Parsons at Skegness 

Small Tor toiseshell – Aglais ur ticae 
 
Tetrads  :  172 in 2007 
  191 in 2006 
 
Widespread throughout the County, with a 
concentration of records on the NW 
 
Early Record : 01/02/07  
I. Hildred at Market Rasen 
 
Highest Count : 150 29/08/07 
K.D. Robertson at Metheringham Delph 
 
Late Record : 01/12/07 
Andy Johnson at Laughton, nr Aslackby 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peacock – Inachis io 
 
Tetrads  :  186 in 2007 
  192 in 2006 
 
A very common species that was widespread 
throughout the County. 
 
Early Record : 26/01/07 
Derek Fox at Langworth 
 
Highest Count : 81 04/08/07 
Dave Wright at Messingham Sand Quarry  
LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 04/11/07 
Paul Preston at Grimsby Docks 

Comma – Polygonia c-album 
 
Tetrads  :    95 in 2007 
  142 in 2006 
 
Fewer records than last year, but continues to be 
widespread throughout the County and increasing its 
range. 
 
 
Early Record : 18/02/07 
Harry Turner at Louth 
 
Highest Count : 10 30/09/07 
Phil Porter at Whisby Nature Park 
 
Late Record : 03/11/07 
R. & A. Parsons at Wildmore Fen – Haven Bank 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Speckled Wood – Parage aeger ia 
 
Tetrads  :  164 in 2007 
  179 in 2006 
 
This species is now well established in the 
County with up to three broods a year. 
 
Early Record : 02/04/07 
K. Robinson at Covenham Reservoir 
 
Highest Count : 44 01/09/07 
A. Ashworth at Messingham Sand Quarry 
LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 30/10/07 
Nick Tribe at Whisby Pits Complex 

Wall Brown – Lasiommata megera 
 
Tetrads  :  33 in 2007 
  57 in 2006 
 
A marked decline this year. Weather, under-
recording or something else? Trend needs 
monitoring. 
 
Early Record : 16/04/07 
H. & L. Robinson at Scunthorpe 
 
Highest Count : 9 
09/05/07 K. Robinson at Covenham Reservoir 
14/07/07 Harry Turner at Greenfield & Mother 
Woods, nr Alford 
 
Late Record : 11/09/07 
Harry Turner at Red Hill LWT Reserve 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marbled White – Melanargia galathea 
 
Tetrads  :  4 in 2007 
  5 in 2006 
This species continues in small numbers and specific 
locations, the Red Hill site improving dramatically. 
With climate change, it is a species which should 
begin to appear more, especially in the south.  
 
Early Record : 02/06/07 
Pete Smith at Little Scrubbs Meadow LWT Resreve 
 
Highest Count : 27 16/07/07 
Harry Turner at Red Hill LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 31/07/07 

A. Ashworth at Chambers Farm Wood & 
Little Scrubbs Meadow LWT Reserve 

Grayling – Hipparchia semele 
 
Tetrads  :  7 in 2007 
  3 in 2006 
 
One of the few butterflies to increase range 
this year. Conesby Quarry is a new area 
outside of the main steelworks sites. 
 
Early Record : 06/07/07 
A. Ashworth at Risby Warren 
 
Highest Count : 7 06/07/07 
A. Ashworth at Risby Warren 
 
Late Record : 07/08/07 
Kay Perry at Sawcliffe Hill LNR  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gatekeeper – Pyronia tithonus 
 
Tetrads  :  119 in 2007 
  134 in 2006 
 
A very common summer butterfly which 
suffered badly from this years adverse weather. 
It will be a testing time for the ‘Browns’  if this 
pattern becomes the norm. 
 
Early Record : 28/06/07 
Allan Binding at Washingborough 
 
Highest Count : 220 22/07/07 
John Davison at Yarborough Warren 
 
Late Record : 06/09/07 
I. Hildred at Willingham Forest  

Meadow Brown – Maniola jur tina 
 
Tetrads  :  147 in 2007 
  170 in 2006 
 
Another sufferer from the weather but providing the 
future conditions stabalize it should soon recover in 
numbers. 
 
Early Record : 25/05/07 
Brian Hedley at Kirkby Gravel Pits LWT Reserve  
 
Highest Count : 150 19/06/07 
Colin Jennings at Kingerby Beck LWT Reserve 
  
Late Record : 06/09/07 
Dr. Terry Connellan at Tortoiseshell Wood &  
Porters Lodge Meadow LWT Reserve 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ringlet – Aphantopus hyperantus 
 
Tetrads  :  110 in 2007 
  151 in 2006 
 
A late start for this butterfly because of the 
weather but made up for by prolonged season. 
Bodes well for recovery. 
 
Early Record : 13/06/07 
Colin Smith at Sotby Wood 
 
Highest Count : 135 14/07/07 
Harry Turner at Swinn Wood 
 
Late Record : 01/09/07 
H. & L. Robinson at Scunthorpe 

Small Heath – Coenonympha pamphilus 
 
Tetrads  :  30 in 2007 
  39 in 2006 
Still declining alarmingly and has disappeared 
completely from several former areas eg 
Bardney. 2 overlapping broods. 
 
Early Record : 01/05/07 
Pete Stannard at Grimsthorpe Park 
 
Highest Count : 31 16/07/07 
Harry Turner at Red Hill LWT Reserve 
 
Late Record : 15/09/07 
K.D. Robertson at Donna Nook LWT Reserve 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marsh Fr itillary – Euphydryas aur inia 
 
Tetrads  :  1 in 2007 
  1 in 2006 
 
Continues to thrive in its isolated mid. Lincs colony. 
A large extension to the LWT Little Scrubbs 
Meadow may eventually provide a welcome 
potential increase in habitat when the breeding 
foodplant, devil’s bit scabious, becomes established 
 
Early Record : 12/05/07 
Dr. Terry Connellan 
 
Highest Count : 25 20/05/07 
Pete Smith 
 
Late Record : 11/06/07 
L. & R. Saunders 

Large Heath – Coenonympha tullia 
 
Tetrads  :  1 in 2007 
  1 in 2006 
 
Not a good season at all for this butterfly. With only one 
locality in the County and at its southerly range limit, it 
is touch and go whether we keep this species. 
 
Early Record : 03/06/07 
Colin Jennings at Crowle Moor NNR 
 
Highest Count : 12 03/06/07 
Colin Jennings at Crowle Moor NNR 
 
Late Record : 06/07/07 
A. Ashworth at Crowle Moor NNR 



Purple Emperor – Apatura ir is 
 
This magnificent species has been extinct in Lincolnshire for about 50 years, but, in 
2007 there was an unconfirmed sighting at Belton Park Woods nr, Grantham. It was 
spotted by a knowledgeable naturalist who even identified it as the ‘unusual form’ . It 
was settled high on a hedge at 11.10 am on 7th July. The nearest known colony to here 
is in North Northamptonshire.  

Chalkhill Blue – Lysandra cor idon 
 
Not reported in 2007 after an unconfirmed record at Copper Hill, Ancaster in 2006. 
Occasional unauthorised releases in this area ( a former natural site – the most 
northerly in the Country ) questions the validity of any records since the mid 1970’s. 

Camberwell Beauty – Nymphalis antiopa 
 
A single Camberwell Beauty was seen by Stephen Pinder on the 8 March at Pickerings 
Meadow Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust Reserve. This specimen is believed to have over-
wintered nearby. This was the second early sighting of Camberwell Beauty in England 
in 2007. Two Camberwell Beauty were seen in August. One was seen at Laceby 
Acres, Grimsby on the 23rd of the month by John Walling and the other was seen by 
Ron Ansley at Epworth on the 25th. 
 

Black Hairstreak – Satyrium – pruni 
 
The colony of Black Hairstreaks, released into Chambers Farm Wood in 2004 by person/persons 
unknown, continue to survive albeit in very small numbers. Unfortunately, this species was affected 
by the atrocious weather during the flight period and as a result only 4 were recorded at ‘Fiveways’  
on 17.06.2007 by Pete Smith. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Chequered Skipper - Carterocephalus palaemon 
 
This BAP listed species which was re-introduced into the Lincolnshire Limewoods in a joint project 
by English Nature and Butterfly Conservation has not been found since 2003 so we have to conclude 
at present that they are again extinct within the county. No further plans for future releases have been 
made. 
 

Brown Hairstreak – Thecla betulae 
At its Chambers stronghold, this species had an excellent season. Despite the relative lack of adult 
sightings, winter egg-searches produced the largest and most widespread egg-lay since egg-
monitoring began back in 1994. Eggs were found over 4 tetrads at Chambers, including several 
new areas and a total of 462 eggs were mapped. (Pete Smith and Peter Cawdell) 
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List of 2007 L incolnshire Recorders. 
I  apologise if anyone who has contr ibuted records has not been included in this list. 

 
Ashworth;A; Goodyear;Elizabeth; Pearson;Dave; 
Barker;Alan;Mr Green;Steve; Pearson;R & K; 
Binding;A & A E ; Greenbury;Norman; Perry;Kay; 
Boyer;Hazel;Mrs Greenland;Martin; Porter;Phil; 
Broadbridge;Martin; Greenwood;Patrick; Preston;Paul; 
Brownlow;Roger; Harvey;Peter; Pullitz;Paul; 
Bush;L; Haynes;Jenny; Rance;Marion;Mrs 
Cawdell;Peter; Heath;R & K; Robertson;K D ;Mr 
Clarke;Dave; Hebdon;L; Robinson;H & L; 
Clarke;Jim; Hedley;Brian; Robinson;K; 
Clarke;R; Hildred;I; Rousseau;Jan; 
Connellan;Terry;Dr Hopwood;Grahame ; Royle;Adrian; 
Corke;J & J; Horsman;S; Saunders;L & R; 
Corlett;Terry; Howell;Steve; Seaton;K J; 
Cowling;C; Howes;Chris; Skelton;Ken; 
Craythorne;Marcus; Hutchinson;Jeremy; Smedley;Colin; 
Cullen;Neil; Jennings;Colin; Smith ;Pete; 
Cunnington;Brian; Johnson;Andy; Smith;Colin; 
Davison;John; Johnson;Rex; Sowden;Stephen; 
Denard;Adam; Labbett;Julia; Spring;John; 
Dobson ;Chris; Labbett;Roger; Stannard;Peter; 
Dryburgh;Pete; Latham;Matt; Steele;Garry; 
Du Feu;Chris; Libell;Brian; Taylor;Andrew; 
Ellis;Dave; Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust;; Taylor;Neil; 
Evans;Sarah; Ludlow;Toby; Tribe;Nick; 
Faulkner;Annette; Mclaughin;W;Mr Tumily;I; 
Fisher;Andrew; Misselbrook;Ian; Turner;Harry; 
Foster;Graham; Monger;G; Villiers;Norman; 
Foster;Stuart; Moody;Merelinda; Walker;John; 
Fox;Derek; Mutter;;Mr & Mrs Wicks;Ted; 
Frame;C D; Parsons;Nigel; Wilkinson;K & A; 
Glover;C; Parsons;R & A; Williams;P J; 
Goff;Roy; Paul;Maurice; Wright;Dave; 

 
 
The Levana database which is used to collate these records uses the same format for 
recording butterflies as the Butterfly Conservation recording forms. Please use these 
forms wherever  
possible, or if you are sending your records in spreadsheet format or in hand written 
lists please sort them by Date - Location - Species - Recorder and Stage (Adult - Egg - 
Larva).  
 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND WEEK ENDING RECORDS.  
 

Wherever possible we need exact dates for all records. You do not have to send a 
sketch map of the survey area if you describe the location well but if possible give a 
Grid Reference. Please put your Name and Address on EVERY recording form or 
spreadsheet. 
 



 I would be very grateful to receive the bulk of your records by the 1st of November, 
the late records can be sent at a later date towards the end of the year. Late records 
may not be included in the next report. Included in this report is a count of the number 
of tetrads covered by each species in 2007 with the previous year’s count beside it. It 
will be shown as: 36 in 2007 and 22 in 2006. Some 2006 records received in 2007 
may not be shown in this report. These records have been added to the Lincolnshire 
database but arrived too late for inclusion in this report. No transect data has been 
used in the maps or in the text of this report. 
 
Some butterfly data has been made very vague in order to protect the location of some 
of our rarer species which occur on private land. 
 
In recent years Black Hairstreak, Marbled White, Wood White and Marsh Fritillary 
have all been unofficially released in Lincolnshire without the landowners’  consent. 
Marbled White do occur naturally in South Lincolnshire but there are no natural 
records of the other three species. 
  
Please keep recording as no doubt the Butterfly Atlas will continue to be updated in 
future years. 
 
 

Allan Binding 
 
IMPORTANT 
 
By submitting information to Butterfly Conservation you 
are agreeing that it may be collated and disseminated 
manually or electronically, including via the internet, for 
conservation, environmental decision-making,  
education, research and other public benefit uses in 
accordance with Butterfly Conservation’s data access 
policy. Names and contact details of data suppliers will be 
used for administration and verification purposes only. 
Your contact details will not be passed to other parties 
without the consent of the data supplier, whilst your name 
will form part of the record that is collated and 
disseminated in accordance with Butterfly Conservation’s 
privacy policy. 

 
 
 

Report compiled by John Davison 
from Committee contributions 



 
L incolnshire Moth Repor t 
The 2007 season started well with some very early records for many 
species but then the heavy rains and flooding in June changed the 
situation and, in general, light trapping from then on was mediocre. 
20,000 records have been submitted so far but there are quite a few 
recorders who have not yet sent in their records. There are now about 40 
recorders sending in significant numbers of records and several of these 
are new this year. A total of 962 species have so far been recorded 442 
Macros and 520 Micros. 
 
Migrants 
Surprisingly after the massive influx last year migrants were very 
scare in 2007. Humming-bird hawk-moths Macroglossum 
stellatarum were on the wing as early as February, showing they 
were able to survive hibernation. Two Bedstraw Hawk-moths Hyles 
gallii were seen; one in May in the Market Rasen area and another 
caught by Mr. Geoff Wright at Muckton, a migrant on 22nd August. 
The only Convolvulus hawk Agrius convolvuli seen in 2007 was at 
Louth, by Mr. Roger Labbett on 24th August. Liz White caught a 
Least Carpet Idaea rusticata near Frampon on 28th July, the 
second for the county and new to VC53; the first record was only 
last year. Twelve Great Brocades Eurois occulta, twelve Large 
Thorns Ennomos autumnaria and seven Dark Swordgrass Agrotis 
ipsilon were the only other migrants of note, other than a Delicate 
Mythimna vitellina, caught by Mr. K Robertson at Roughton on 15th 
July. 
 
Macro-moths 
A Goat moth Cossus Cossus – caught by Mr. B Hancock at Boston 
6th August was the first record this far north for many years. 
Autumn Green Carpet Chloroclysta miata – two of these were 
seen by Mr. N Parsons at Sutton-on-Sea in September, a species 
with very few records and all previously from woodland sites.  
Mottled Grey Colostygia multistrigaria – a single specimen was 
caught by Mr. C Smith at Wickenby Wood 15 March, the first 
record away from the coast since the 1980’s. Chocolate-tip 
Clostera curtula – the first record for the Limewoods since the 
1970s was seen by Mr. C Smith at Hardy Gang Wood on 19th April.  
Small Yellow Underwing Panemeria tenebrata – this seldom 
recorded little moth was seen in three places this year Mr. J Clarke 
found one in his garden on the 22nd May and Mr. K Robertson 
found about 20 near West Ashby on the 20th May.  



 
Mr. M Gray worked very hard during the year to find Clearwing 
species using pheromone lures, which attract the male moths by 
mimicking the female. He had his first success in Gainsborough, 
with ten currant clearwings Synanthedon tipuliformis on 21st June.  
Spurred on by this success, Mr. R Labbett also found one in Louth.  
Red-belted Clearwing Synanthedon myopaeformis was his next 
find; this was found in his garden at Broadholme on the 26th June. 
Then on the 2nd July, whilst looking for Hornet moths emerging 
from poplar trees, he found a pair of Lunar Hornet moths Sesia 
bembeciformis at Upton. Six-belted Clearwing Bembecia 
ichneumoniformis turned up at Greetwell Hollow on the 5th July; the 
last one in VC54 being seen in 1987.  Mr. P. Porter also caught 
one by sweeping at Whisby Nature Park on the 10th July. His final 
success was at Barlings Pits, also on 5th July, where about 7 or 8 
Red-tipped Clearwings Synanthedon formicaeformis came to the 
lure. 
 
Micro-moths 
Many interesting records of micro-moth occurred throughout the 
year and there have been eleven new species for the county and 
sixteen new vice county records.  
 
‘Firsts and Lasts’ 
This year, in a similar format to that of the butterflies, we have 
decided to include a small section on the ‘first and last sightings’ 
for some of the moths.  This is to try and stimulate further interest 
in moth recording.  With well over 2000 species of moth to 
consider, we have been rather selective and this year we have 
restricted the content to that of the hawk-moths.  If this trial proves 
popular, we will endeavour to incorporate further species next 
year. 
 
For each of the species of hawk-moth reported to the county 
recorder in 2007, the first and last sightings for 2007 are given, 
together with the name of the recorder and location of 
sighting/trapping. 
 
In total, 11 species of hawk-moth were recorded in Lincolnshire in 
2007; a grand total of 367 individual records.  And whilst this 
appears impressive, it is clear that many sightings are going 
unrecorded, or not being passed on to the county Moth Recorder.   



To illustrate this, there was only one recorded sighting of the 
Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth in 2007 in Lincolnshire!   
All of your moth records are very valuable and so I would urge you 
all to please pass on any moth sightings you have. 
 
 
Bedstraw Hawk-moth (Hyles gallii) 
 
There were 2 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 23/05/2007 Colin Smith, Market 
Rasen 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 22/08/2007 Geoff Wright, 
Muckton 

 
 
 
Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth (Hemaris fuciformis) 
 
There was only 1 record for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First/Last Sighting in 2007 – 01/06/2007 Roger Labbett,  
Chambers Farm Wood Education 
Centre 

 
 
Convolvulous Hawk-moth (Agrius convolvuli) 
 
There was 1 record for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First/Last Sighting in 2007 – 24/08/2007 Roger Labbett, 
Louth 

 
 
Elephant Hawk-moth (Deilephila elpenor) 
 
There were 68 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 10/03/2007 Colin Smith,  
Hardy Gang Wood 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 11/08/2007 Peter Burnett, 
Fiskerton 



 
 
 
 
Eyed Hawk-moth (Smerinthus occellata) 
 
There were 21 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 07/05/2007 Roger Labbett, 
Kenwick Park, Louth 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 19/07/2007 Barry Hancock, 
Boston 

 
 
Hummingbird Hawk-moth (Macroglossum stellatarum) 
 
There were 5 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 26/02/2007 John Petyt, 
Scunthorpe 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 12/07/2007 Philip Horton, 
Castle Bytham 

 
 
Lime Hawk-moth (Mimas tiliae) 
 
There were 22 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 24/04/2007 Martin Gray, 
Broadholme 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 04/07/2007 Colin Smith, Market 
Rasen 

 
 
Pine Hawk-moth (Hyloicus pinastri) 
 
There were 38 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 24/04/2007 Roger Labbett, 
Woodhall Spa 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 24/08/2007 Roy Goff, Morkery 
Wood 



 
Privet Hawk-moth (Sphinx ligustri) 
 
There were 59 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 23/05/2007 Philip Horton, 
Castle Bytham 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 02/08/2007 Chris Dobson, 
Langworth 

 
 
Poplar Hawk-moth (Laothoe populi) 
 
There were 138 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 02/05/2007 Geoff Wright, 
Muckton 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 23/09/2007 Barry Hancock, 
Boston 

 
 
Small Elephant Hawk-moth (Deilephila porcellus) 
 
There were 14 records for Lincolnshire: 
 

·  First Sighting in 2007 – 23/05/2007 Barry Hancock, 
Boston 

Colin Smith, Market 
Rasen 

·  Last Sighting in 2007 – 17/06/2007 Peter Burnett, 
Fiskerton 

 
 

Repor t compiled by Toby Ludlow and Colin Smith 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Policy documents can be found at  
www.butterfly-conservation.org 

 
 

 
 
 
This publication has been produced in black and white in 
order to reduce costs. 
 
 
I apologise for any errors or omissions in this report. 
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